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SENIOR & SIX TH FORM

HCS
AT HOME 

I hope that pupils and parents have enjoyed the virtual celebration of HCS which can be found 
on Firefly (see link on page 2). I am grateful to Mr Dean, our President, Rear Admiral Wilcocks, the 
Chair of Governors, and Jasper Linley-Adams, Head of School, for their contributions to the Virtual 
Speech Day and to this term’s last edition of HCS at Home.

I should like to reiterate my thanks to Year 13, for all their contributions to school life over their 
time with us, and here are two links which pay tribute to them, the first a video message from the 
Year 13 leavers themselves, and the second a message to them from our staff. Good luck to all 
pupils leaving HCS today, I wish them all the very best and trust that they will keep in touch with 
their Alma Mater. 

Thank you to all staff, both teaching and support, for their dedication and hard work over the last 
year, and particularly during lockdown. A biography of all those teaching staff who are moving on 
(or have done so this year) is attached to this edition, and I wish them all the very best. 

Lastly, the Chair and I have written to all parents to express our gratitude for your continued 
support. Have a good summer and see you in September.

Mr Paul Smith, Headmaster

Writing this short piece for the last HCS at Home of this academic year gives me a wonderful opportunity to 
thank each and every one of you for everything that you have done to support our School and your children 
during the huge challenges we have faced over the past few months. And while the next year will no doubt 
bring uncertainties of its own, I remain extremely confident about the future for our School and for the 
youngsters who will continue to be educated by our wonderful staff who have done so well over this last 
term.

Nelson Mandela once said, “There is no passion to be found playing small and settling for a life that is less 
than the one you are capable of being”. That is probably a pretty good mantra for those leaving our school 
to set out in life – indeed, I would commend it to them all. Yet I also feel it is a good goal for organisations 
like our own Hereford Cathedral School. Vision 2030 set out our objectives for our school and we 
remain truly passionate about being able to deliver our aim – delivering outstanding education within a 
comprehensive, innovative and agile curriculum – notwithstanding the short-term challenges that CV19 
has posed.

I wish you all the very best for the Summer Holidays.

Rear Admiral Philip Wilcocks, Chair of Governors

When we look back over the long history of Hereford Cathedral, we realise that there have been periods of 
great upheaval. Think of the Reformation – the worship people were used to changed overnight. Think of the 
Commonwealth – the cathedral closed for fourteen years from 1646. Think of the great restoration during 
the 19th century – the cathedral closed for five years as the floor was taken up and the congregation had 
to worship at all Saints Church. Yes, there have been periods of great upheaval, and yet the cathedral has 
survived and returned to play its part in the life of our city and school.

So it is today. The physical buildings of cathedral and Cathedral School may have been closed, but life – 
worship, teaching, has continued, albeit in a different way. I feel sure that, when we do return to our more 
normal routine we will all have learned from our experiences and will be able appreciate that little bit 
more, the wonderful surroundings in which we’re all privileged to live and work.

God bless you all and I look forward to seeing you all in September.

Michael Tavinor, Dean of Hereford, President of Hereford Cathedral School

https://youtu.be/A_L5YhqPin4 
https://youtu.be/Up6ffzPSApg
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My time at HCS and as Head of School 
has come to an end, and I know that I will 
thoroughly miss it. The endless enjoyable 
hours spent at Wyeside, rehearsals in the 
Music School with the Chamber Choir, and 
all my exciting lessons. I want to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone involved with 
the School, and especially my teachers. 

To my fellow Year 13s, I wish you all the 
best with whatever you have planned 
for the next chapter of your lives. And to 
those in the younger years, or just starting 
their journey at the School, I would say 
enjoy your time here and throw yourself 
into all the School offers.

Jasper Linley-Adams, Head of School 2019-20

Speech Day looked a little 
different this year, but we 
hope all our families have 
enjoyed our Virtual Speech Day 
programme which included 
celebrations of music and extra-
curricular activities, a virtual art 
exhibition and highlights of our 
Remote Learning & Enrichment 
Programmes. We also heard from 
the Headmaster, the Chair of 
Governors and our President, The 
Very Reverend Michael Tavinor. 

You can watch again here.

T H I S  Y E A R  W E  S A Y  F A R E W E L L  T O . . .

MISS GEORGE has been teaching in the PE Department since January 2019 to help support the Department until 
the arrival of Mr Windsor’s replacement in September. She has been an enthusiastic and loyal supporter of Girls’ 
Games and we wish her all the best for the future.

MRS WIT T Y  joined the Modern Languages Department as a teacher of French in September 2019. Aside from 
teaching across all year groups she was also a Year 10 Tutor, and has developed a great rapport with pupils and has 
been empathetic in her pastoral care. Mrs Witty’s subject knowledge is excellent and she has been innovative with 
enrichment activities having set up a Year 10-13 French Society, organised a Flamenco and Crepe evening and a pen-
pal scheme with a school in France. We wish her all the best at Earl Mortimer College.

MISS HALL AM  took over the role of Head of Learning Support in September 2019 having previously worked as 
a SENCO in the State Sector. She quickly adapted to HCS and offered excellent support to pupils and to subject 
disciplines, most notably Science. In her short time with us she has proved to be an excellent and well-liked colleague. 
Whilst Ms Hallam has enjoyed her time at HCS she has decided to reconsider her career options, and departs from us 
with our very best wishes.

H O U S E  C O M P E T I T I O N

We wished a happy 
birthday last week to 
Otis J, the 100th pupil 
to celebrate their 
birthday in lockdown!

‘ S P I R I T E D  A R T S ’  C O M P E T I T I O N
Leominster-based artist, Iain Welch, 
kindly judged the Year 7 RS ‘Spirited 
Arts’ competition and decided that the 
most inspirational piece was by Sofia 
W with her “beautiful and sparkling 
piece of music”, followed by runners-up 
Lexie H (“A moving experimentation of 
movement to explore a theme.”) and 
Harrison R (“A wonderful illustration 
of thanks and joy.”). The top 10 entries 
from HCS will now be submitted to the 
National Spirited Arts competition. 

by Harrison R

See Sofia’s entry here and Lexi’s here.

Congratulations to Imogen B, Ella B, Bronwen D and 
Bethan G for their winning entries. See video here for 
Imogen’s Gingerbread Tour of HCS!

Virtual
SPEECH DAY

https://herefordcs.fireflycloud.net/remote-learning-plan-and-timetable/final-day-of-term
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pPwqJ3JR-9k
https://youtu.be/aD21isGsK9o
https://youtu.be/1n3HwWHhLTc
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MRS BUCK has not been with us for long, but she has certainly made an impact since joining in September 2019. 
Mrs Buck came to us from Hereford Sixth Form College with excellent credentials and experience. Little wonder that 
she was quickly appointed to Head of Cornwall having served one term as a Physics teacher. Mrs Buck’s enthusiasm 
for her subject, teaching, pastoral responsibilities and pupils in general has been clear to all. She has an infectious 
laugh and a larger than life presence. Mrs Buck has decided to return to the Sixth Form College and we wish her all 
the very best.

MR CARR served his NQT year with us when he joined in 2017. He has taught Business Studies, Economics and 
been a Residential Tutor in Wilmot House. Mr Carr has been an excellent colleague; he is hard-working, diligent and 
under his leadership the A Level Business Studies Results have improved significantly. He has a strong rapport with 
pupils, and has thrown himself into the life of the School. In particular, he has supported a wide range of trips, has 
coached rugby, had great success with the Young Enterprise Team and forged strong links with PGCE providers. It 
was because of his ‘can do’ attitude that he was appointed residential tutor in our newly opened boarding house. 
In this role he has honed his pastoral skills and is well-respected by the boarders and boarding staff. Mr Carr leaves 
us to take up a teaching post at Queen Elizabeth Hospital School in Bristol, and we wish him all the very best.

MR HARVEY came to us in September 2018 from Gordonstoun School with strong references, and we were not 
disappointed. He has been an excellent, energetic and vibrant appointment and we are very sorry to be losing him 
after such a short stint with us. However, sadly for us ‘affairs of the heart’ mean that Mr Harvey is drawn to the 
London area. In his time at HCS he has thrown himself into the extra-curricular life of the School including the Duke 
of Edinburgh Scheme, CCF and sport in all three terms. Of course, he has also been greatly involved in the busy 
and hectic musical life, which is typical of a Cathedral School. We were not surprised when he was snapped up for 
promotion at Sevenoaks School where he takes on the role of Assistant Director of Music and we wish him well.

MRS GARDINER joined the English Department in 2017 from Bishop of Hereford’s Bluecoat School. She has been 
an enthusiastic advocate of Teaching and Learning and has organised and led various innovative programmes of staff 
training on pedagogy. Mrs Gardiner has inspired many of her colleagues with her ambitious drive, strong organisation 
and excellent presentation skills. Aside from her active support of the English Department, Mrs Gardiner has also been 
a very keen participant of the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme and has successfully run the Bronze Award Scheme. She has 
also been a Tutor in Stuart House. It came as no surprise that Mrs Gardiner was keen to progress her career and we 
congratulate her on being promoted to Assistant Headteacher at Five Acres High School, Gloucestershire.

MRS O’BRIEN joined the Geography Department in 2016 on a part-time basis and later took on some Psychology 
teaching which she had previously taught at Hereford Sixth Form College. Mrs O’Brien was a smart, well organised 
and caring teacher who worked hard in support of her pupils. Unfortunately, personal reasons meant that her time 
with us was curtailed, but nevertheless the School would wish to acknowledge her positive can-do attitude and her 
professional approach towards daily activities. 

MISS MA JOR joined the school as a PE Coach in 2014 and quickly established herself as a well-respected, 
hardworking and very well-organised member of staff. She rapidly learnt the art of multi-tasking in a busy school 
environment and was a very strong communicator. Miss Major’s drive for innovation led her to put in place new 
programmes for coaching Rounders and Hockey, and she was also placed in charge of Netball. She meticulously 
planned and organised training sessions, fixtures, tournaments and tours. As a Tutor, Miss Major developed 
extensive experience of pastoral matters, and she applied her strong organisational and creative skills to events 
such as school discos and the development of individual homework diaries. Whilst at HCS she gained an MSc in 
Applied Sport Psychology which highlighted her ambition and drive. We wish Miss Major well in her new role as 
Deputy Head of PE at Hereford Academy.

DR JONES came to the Physics Department in 2010 and was later promoted to Head of Physics. He joined us from 
Hereford Sixth Form College and it was clear that he was a scholarly teacher with a real passion for his subject. Dr 
Jones enjoyed academic success himself, and has worked hard to impart his knowledge and understanding to pupils 
across all year groups. He is a very hard-working, diligent member of staff who has quietly and conscientiously led his 
department. I have one abiding memory of Dr Jones, outside of the Physics labs, when he and Dr Rhodes performed 
David Bowie’s Space Oddity in Hereford Cathedral. Dr Jones, I seem to remember, was suitably attired for the 
astronomical appearance and we all learnt that he was clearly an adept guitarist. Dr Jones has led trips to CERN and 
run an Astronomical Club and was hugely supportive of Dr Rhodes’ Outreach Primary School Programme. Dr Jones 
now moves on to Hartpury College where he takes up Physics Lectureship. 

MR WINDSOR  who left to join the Crypt School, Gloucestershire at the end of the Autumn Term, joined HCS as a 
Newly Qualified Teacher in 2012. In his time with us he was promoted twice, firstly to Head of Academic PE and then to 
Head of Cornwall House. Mr Windsor’s rapid promotion highlighted how much we valued his integrity, professionalism 
and collaborative approach. Mr Windsor is a calm and measured man, who gets the job done without drama or upset. 
He was well respected by staff, pupils and parents, and was considered very approachable. He led a strong and busy 
PE department, and introduced BTEC Sport which is proving very popular. Mr Windsor was fully committed to the 
extra-curricular life of our school and did a brilliant job as Master i/c 1st XV. We were sorry to see him move on, but 
having recently become a father, a post nearer to home with a shorter commute was bound to be very attractive.



MRS FLOYD  became Head of Geography in 2007, having previously taught at Aylestone School. Mrs Floyd has been 
an excellent classroom practitioner, she is an enthusiastic and active geographer who provides plenty of enrichment for 
her students (ranging from model volcanoes to VR analysis of glaciation). A recent ISI Inspection highlighted her good 
feedback in marking, and stated that her department was very good in developing pupils’ knowledge, understanding 
and skills. Mrs Floyd is a popular and innovative teacher who takes her teaching responsibilities very seriously. She is 
caring, and keen to ensure that her pupils do well. She has been very eager to involve her students in fieldwork, which 
has ranged from local trips to those as far afield as Iceland. Mrs Floyd’s travels have not just been geography related as 
she has competed around the world representing Wales in various shooting competitions. Mrs Floyd has also been a 
keen supporter of the CCF, and a presentation she made to pupils at Whitecross School was important in establishing 
a successful partnership between our schools. Mrs Floyd has also run a very active and successful Eco- Group, has 
supported two Houses as a Tutor and been a regular supporter of School Chapels. Mrs Floyd has been appointed to 
Cheltenham Ladies College, and we wish her the best for the future.

MS BELLIS has taught in the History Department since 2001, when she was appointed as a part-time teacher. Since then 
Ms Bellis has taught across all year groups and been actively involved in History Activity Days, Battlefield trips and a trip to 
Russia. Ms Bellis has also been a GCSE History Examiner. She is well-known for being a well-organised and conscientious 
teacher and the displays in her classroom speak well of the enthusiasm that she instils in her pupils for a broad range 
of topics. Ms Bellis has kept an active interest in her subject, and lessons have been well resourced and meticulously 
planned. In 2012, Ms Bellis became a full time teacher and took on the teaching of History of Art, which is sadly no 
longer part of the Sixth Form Curriculum. Outside of the classroom, Ms Bellis has been an active member of the staff 
Professional Committee and played a key role in various committees that have addressed both academic and HR matters. 
Ms Bellis has also been a Tutor who has supported numerous tutees over the years. Ms Bellis is moving on to Whitecross 
School where she is to take up the position of a Teaching Assistant supporting pupils with Special Educational Needs, and 
we wish her all the best in her new role.

MRS WALL retires from the teaching profession today having taught over a span of 37 years, of which 19 have been 
at HCS. In her teaching career she has taught Science and Maths, some supply work in junior schools and has also 
worked as an Examiner in Science. However, her first subject has been Chemistry, which Mrs Wall has taught across 
all year groups at HCS. Mrs Wall is a well accomplished teacher and there will be many pupils who are indebted to her 
for imparting knowledge and understanding. In 2011 Mrs Wall was appointed Head of Stuart House and she has done 
a fantastic job in developing a supportive House spirit. Mrs Wall’s leadership has ensured that she has a loyal band 
of supportive and dedicated Tutors as well as tutees. Mrs Wall has made a significant impact on the development of 
pastoral care at HCS, as well as helping House activities such as the House Shout, Sports Day, Year 11 Ball and Year 7 
Induction days at Dinedor to thrive. Indeed, the large number of Year 12 Stuart students who annually volunteer to 
support the Year 7 Dinedor camp bears testimony to how much they enjoyed this early experience under Mrs Wall’s 
watchful and caring eye. However, it is not just pupils who have benefited from Mrs Wall’s care – she has also been a 
great support to her colleagues, and has served as Common Room President for a number of years. She has overseen 
various staff social events, and been proactive in supporting those in need. Mrs Wall has also been an enthusiastic 
supporter of School Chapel and the Christian ethos of the School. Both her children attended HCS, and she is the proud 
mother of two very successful OHs. Under her lead, the School Quiz Club has punched well above it weight often taking 
on teams from the most academically selective schools in the country. So, Mrs Wall has embraced all that one would 
expect from a consummate professional at HCS and we are all going to miss her very much indeed.

MRS DE SOUZA received a letter on 10th October 1996 from her then Head of Department which stated ‘we decided 
that your job description should refer to you as a teacher of Latin, Greek, Classical Civilisation and Ancient History, Junior 
IT and keyboarding’. That was five years into Mrs de Souza’s time at HCS having joined the School in 1991. The same letter 
referred to her keenness on ‘the Cricket Umpire’s Course’ and that ‘you enjoy the many hours you have spent at Wyeside’. 
The letter ends ‘We are indeed fortunate to have such a dedicated colleague in our midst’ – well Hear, Hear to that! Mrs de 
Souza is first and foremost a scholar, with impeccable classical credentials, and I suspect she was very quickly snapped up 
when her application landed on the Headmaster’s desk. However, she is more than a scholar: charismatic, inspirational, 
enthusiastic, intuitive, fun, and kind (sometimes perhaps to her detriment). In 2000 Mrs de Souza became Head of 
Department, and although she relinquished the role in later years to concentrate on her excellent and extensive Outreach 
work, she finishes her time with us at HCS in the same role. During her reign, Mrs de Souza has overseen Latin and 
Classical Civilisation at GCSE, AS and A Level, as well as GCSE Greek, a vast array of Classics Department extra-curricular 
activities including lectures, workshops, production of plays with Kaloi K’Agathoi (a mix of current, and OH classicists), 
‘Minimus’ Primary Latin project and community Latin outreach. In recent years, Mrs de Souza has undertaken a number 
of outreach activities with local junior and Prep schools. We have all come to look forward to the infamous Classics Play, 
which is usually a parody of yours truly and the two deputy heads – I never know how much of the script is written by Mrs 
de Souza! It is a great shame that Mrs de Souza is moving on to Moor Park School, but at least we will be able to maintain 
contact with her through our already strong links, and I hope that Mrs de Souza will be a regular visitor to HCS. We wish 
Mrs de Souza all the very best.


