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ART:  Year 12 have been working on their A-Level Art coursework

THOUGHT OF THE DAY. . .

"As allies we flourish, or in other words, if we work 
together we can achieve great things." 

On Wednesday, Mrs Fowler, Boarding Housemistress, explained the HCS boarding motto, 
Socii Floremus, and how she encourages our boarders to work together as friends, bringing 
out each other’s strengths and developing their weaknesses.
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MATHS:  YEARS 
8 AND 9 HAVE 
PRODUCED THEIR 
OWN CREATIVE 
REVISION POSTERS

I am sure that none of us will 
forget this term! It has been a 
new experience for us all, and 
both pupils and staff have come 
a long way since the concepts 
of remote teaching and learning 
were first mooted. Indeed, before 
this term, I had never heard of 
Microsoft Teams or Zoom, and 
I suspect many others were 
the same. Aside from rapidly 
developing new IT skills, this term 
has also been a rollercoaster of 
emotions for many. From the lows 
that accompany the difficulties 
of dealing with broadband 
connectivity in a rural catchment 
area, to those highs that we 
experience when overcoming 
challenges and when we recognise 
that we have achieved success, 
no matter how small. They all 
add to the increasing resilience 
and inventiveness that each of 
us has had to develop in these 
extraordinary times. 

I have no doubt that the next half 
term will throw up new challenges 
and test us all again. But I hope 
that when the going gets tough, 
we will be able to draw upon 
the knowledge that as a school 
community we have pulled 
together - staff, pupils, parents and 
governors - and that we can do so 
again. So, thank you to everybody 
for your support, patience, good 
humour and resolve. It is at times 
of crisis that one recognises 
the true values in people and 
communities, and it should be 
clear to all that we have a very 
special school in HCS, which is 
worth cherishing and maintaining 
through thick and thin.

However, for now, I think we all 
deserve a break, and I wish you all 
a very good half term.

Mr Paul Smith, Headmaster

by Liberty M

by Grace R

by Henry H

by Hannah W

by Jess D

by Lilia W

by Ava C

by 
Leia M

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lS0KyZ8cuVw&t=6s


K E E P  U P  T O  D A T E  W I T H  O U R  R E M O T E  L E A R N I N G  P L A N S  O N  F I R E F L Y

MFL STARS 

Well done to our MFL Stars of the Week: Year 9 have been 
working on ‘What to see in Barcelona’ in Spanish, with Ella 
B, Lily B, Anna D, Tobias W-H, Oliver B and Otis J creating 
some brilliant pieces of work. In French, Isabella H (also 
Year 9) made macarons and wrote her opinion on them 
as an outstanding extension task.

5 MINUTE FUN! 
This week pupils have 
enjoyed:
• Trickiest French 

and Spanish 
pronunciation 
challenges from our 
language assistants

• OH Will Ford’s ‘Wall-
Sit’ challenge

• Mr Howell’s ‘Name 
That Designer’ 
challenge

P H Y S I C S : 
Year 8 have concluded 
their ‘Space’ topic by 
investigating ‘Are we 
alone in the universe?’ 
They have researched 
exoplanets, and 
designed aliens 
adapted to life away 
from Earth.

BOARDING

For those boarders who have returned home, remote learning has presented different 
challenges - not least the different time zones - and we have been pleased to receive some 
very positive feedback on their experiences, including the following message:  “Jerry’s mum just 
would like to say a massive ‘Thank you!’ to everyone from HCS who has worked so hard during this 
difficult time. Jerry’s family really appreciates all the effort and the pastoral care that HCS has given 
to the international students to make sure they can still receive their quality education, and also 
caring about everyone’s mental health etc. We all hope this crisis can be over soon and to see a 
super lively campus like before.”

C L U B S  &  A C T I V I T I E S : 
Over 50 pupils and teachers joined 
last week’s remote debate to discuss 
the motion: ‘This House would arm 
the police’, which was opposed 
with 24 against, 9 in favour and 5 
abstentions.
Following last week’s music quiz, with 
questions written by the Dean, this 
week Year 13 pupil Michael D puts us 
to the test here.

E N G L I S H : Year 10 have responded creatively to one of 
their GCSE set texts: Louis MacNeice’s ‘Prayer before Birth’. 


CL ASS OF THE WEEK!
Mrs Lavender would like to award 

9M/Ma2 with our ‘class of the week’ award. 

This Year 9 class have been actively using their 
independent learning skills to work through new 
topics and are working at a high level as a result. 
They are happy to ask questions to check their 

understanding with their teacher and have 
produced some creative posters to aid 

their future revision.

Alongside their studies, our 
remaining Wilmot House boarders 
have been supporting their boarding 
family (Charlie and Theo F from 
Hereford Cathedral Junior School) 
with their learning at home tasks by 
acting as customers for their ‘shop’.

Lara M-G         6L2

 

TRANSITION METAL COMPLEXES:

1 - Cisplatin
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Cisplatin has a square planar shape

What is the metal ion? 
Platinum, in a 2+ oxidation state  

Are there any relevant counter ions? 
No, cisplatin is a neutral complex 

What is the systematic name? 
cis-diamminedichloroplatinum(II) 

What is the co-ordination number? 
4 

Are there any isomers? 
As the name might suggest, cisplatin is the cis isomer of the complex. The 
trans isomer equivalent is transplatin  

What are the uses of this complex? 
Cisplatin is a chemotherapy drug used to treat various cancers, and can 
be used alone or in conjunction with other medications to slow/stop 
cancer cell growth 

What colours might it appear? 
Cisplatin can appear from white to light yellow

C H E M I S T R Y :  Our Year 12 chemists have made a head start on next year’s studies with their 
‘Transition Metal Complexes’ topic. They have been gaining vital independent learning skills through 
conducting their own research into different compounds, their appearance and uses. 

R E M O T E  P R A C T I C A L S :
Year 10 chemists have undertaken 
experiments at home looking at 
combustion of hydrocarbons.

Jack H (Year 10) who has won 
the Herefordshire Key Stage 
4 category of the ‘Poetry 
by Heart’ competition with 
his recitations of ‘If’ and ‘A 
Verandah Ceremony’.

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O . . .
Holly C (Year 8) who won the Headmaster’s 
Weekly Challenge with her explanation of why Mr 
Smith’s tin can was able to balance. Also, Ella B 
(Year 9) who won the Bird Identification Challenge.

by Suvaja J

Gedas V (Year 9) who is the PE Department’s 
Remote Learner for this first half of term.

https://herefordcs.fireflycloud.net/remote-learning-plan-and-timetable
https://www.instagram.com/herefordcathedralschool/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/Herefordcs
https://www.facebook.com/HerefordCathedralSchool/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.youtube.com/user/HerefordVideo
https://herefordcs.fireflycloud.net/remote-learning-plan-and-timetable/-hcs-music-quiz-2

