
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Thursday 27th September 2012 

7pm in St. David’s Hall 
 
 
PRESENT 

 
Tim Wheeler                         Liz Lord                 Beccy Lively 
Kirsty Sockett                    Jill Hilton      Monica Lively 
Caroline Mifflin           Angela Dallow                Carmen Rogers 
Rachael Manacchini Godfrey         Hazel Smith      Ali Madge  
Jacquie Rawlings                    Kerry Matthews                Katharine Cripps 
Helen Williams                  Sally Price      Ala Price 
Tim Hutchinson           Amanda Joseph     Shirley Vickery 
Meurig Thomas           Kate Gilks      Charlotte Matthews 
Nicola Jeynes           Tim Brown      Chris Snell 
Karen Davies           S Turpin      Louisa Essenhigh 
Kelly Gummerson           C Woods      Graham Essenhigh 
Rhian Scott            H Evans      Annie Rees 
Catrin Goode                      D Manacchini                 Tricia Moon  
Barbara Batchelor           R H Jones      J Debenham 
Mark Wilkinson                    Simon Lively          Dora Parry 
Mara Cadman Davies           Emma Haverty                N Evans 
Hilary Copley-May                      Kathy Gundy          Serena Crump 
Victoria Berry Jones           Sally Stick      Laura Dorise 
Juliette Austen Chandler                   Ian Barber      Jo Windows 
Wendy Tarplee Morris          Donna Wood 
Andrea Windsor-Collins 
 
Tim Wheeler began by welcoming everyone and handing over to Kirsty Sockett. 
 
Kirsty opened the meeting, extending a warm welcome to staff and parents.  
Documents were circulated – minutes of last meeting, income and expenditure and 
proposed committee for 2012/2013. 
 
The committee members were introduced. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Hereford Cathedral 

Junior School  

PTA 



1.     APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were received from: 
 

Helen Bissell, Erica Hermon, Phil and Nicky Brace and Mr Gacek. 
 
2.    MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL GENERAL  

 
These have been available on the website and at the door on request.  The Minutes 
of the last Annual General Meeting were approved and passed as a true record by 
the members. 
 
Proposed:        Seconded:  
 
Catrin Goode   Carmen Rogers 

 
3.   MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING NOT COVERED IN THE AGENDA. 
  
There were no matters arising. 

 
4.       CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
It has been a very exciting year for the PTA.  Not only have we managed a full 
timetable of events but we have been involved in several projects that have had a 
significant impact on the school’s outdoor space, have set up our online photography 
store to give parents access to the photos taken around the school and on school 
visits, and assisted in helping school to celebrate and commemorate the Jubilee. 

 
During the course of the year we have held the following events and fundraising 
activities which have raised money in order for us to help fund our various projects.  

 
EVENTS 
 
The Christmas Bazaar 
The Cheese and Wine evening in conjunction with the LPT 
Bags to School collection 
Jubilee Fete 
Second hand uniform sale 
Refreshment stall at Sports day 

 
We have held a number of social events were held for both parents and 
children.   
 
We held a very successful Fireworks evening at Wyeside, with fireworks donated by 
the PTA  
We held an Easter disco for yrs 3-6 
We organised the Parents V Staff Hockey match at the Leisure Centre 
We organised a magnificent Summer Ball with the theme of Cocktails and Cabaret 
for 150 parents and staff.   The sports hall was transformed into a French Cabaret 



club complete with Cabaret singers, dancers and solo performers.  It really was an 
amazing night with so many highlights too numerous to mention.  It is such a shame 
that we do not have any video evidence of the Headmasters wife on top of the 
Headmasters shoulders dancing the night away to show to prospective parents. 
They would surely sign that parent’s contract straight away. 

 
We donated to: 
The year 6 leaver’s party 
Little Tikes play equipment for Nursery 
We gave each child in school an Easter gift  
We donated Jubilee trees to be planted in order to commemorate the Jubilee 
Gave each child in school a commemorative Jubilee mug 

 
Helped with  
Pre-prep Christmas play costumes 
Yr 5 show make up 

 
We have been involved in two very exciting outdoor projects.  We helped fund the 
four blue garden boxes in the quiet garden, which has made significant 
improvements to the area and we have been involved in refurbishing the pond and 
the surrounding garden right from assisting with the design to physically clearing the 
area and planting.  

 
This project has been particularly important to us in so many ways: 
We wanted to turn an overgrown part of the garden into a haven for wildlife and for 
wildlife learning.  We also wanted the space to be used creatively for other lessons 
throughout the school and I know that Richard is keen to pass on his ideas to 
members of staff on how this can be done.  For this project to last the whole school 
needs to buy into it, to use it and to maintain it.  There was a lot of hard work that 
went into this project as well as a significant amount of money and we do hope that 
school will be as creative as possible in using it.   

 
We wanted the project to include the children because ultimately it is for the children 
and so Richard worked with groups of them to create the bug boxes and to fill up the 
planters.  Richard’s enthusiasm for wildlife is amazing and I know that the children 
who helped him enjoyed a wildlife lesson like no other.   I do hope you agree that this 
is now a wonderful space for the children to use.  Special mention must go to the 
small team of parents who helped clear the pond and also to Dr Barber and Mr 
Wheeler who not only physically helped but were also very supportive of our 
landscape designs and ideas.  

 
I am very sadly coming to the end of time as Chair of HCJS PTA. It has been such 
fun being able to work with so many lovely people who give their time and energy to 
support the PTA, the school and ultimately the children and I have so much pleasure 
and satisfaction from seeing the things that we have achieved as a committee.  

 
This is where I give my personal thanks.  I would like to thank Tim Wheeler for all his 
support and guidance throughout my time as chair of this PTA, along with James 
Debenham, Sally Stick and the staff at HCJS.    

 



I would also like to thank those reps who have worked hard over the last few years 
but who are standing down, and also those reps who will continue the PTA’s work 
through this next school year. None of this could be done without your help and it is 
really appreciated.  Thank you to Rachael who has been a fantastic vice-chair and a 
real pleasure to get to know and to work with and to Jacquie Rawlings who has been 
an excellent treasurer. 
 
Lastly I would like to thank Caroline Mifflin. Caroline’s official title is Secretary to the 
PTA but she really has been so much more than that, giving me invaluable support 
and ensuring that the last two years have been a lot of fun.  So please Caroline 
accept this from us as a small token of our thanks for all your hard work and support. 
 
Tonight Caroline and I will be standing down from the committee and I would like to 
say thank you for having us and wish the new committee all the very best. Thank 
you. 
 
5.     TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
I would just like to highlight some items from the Treasurer’s report. 

 
The PTA and The Little Princess Trust held a Cheese and Wine Tasting Evening, 
which raised £585.82.  This was matched by Barclays Bank under their £1 for £1 
match funding scheme courtesy of Katharine Cripps.  The profit was then split 20/80 
in favour of the Little Princess Trust, who received a cheque for £937.32. 

 
The Christmas bazaar was a massive success raising a total of £941. 

 
The PTA purchased Easter eggs for all pre-prep and junior children. 

 
The Jubilee fete was again another good fund raiser, resulting in a profit of £892.80.  
This was again matched by Barclays Bank, with the exclusion of the raffle and the 
refreshment stall. 

 
All children were given Jubilee mugs, purchased by the PTA for £812. 

 
The PTA partly funded the garden and pond project to a sum of £4,598. 

 
Finally the nursery children received new playground equipment, funded by the 
school along with a donation of £600 from the PTA. 

 
6. ELECTION OF NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND FORM REPS 
 
Chair  - Rachel MG to be the new Chair 

 
Vice Chair - Graham Essenhigh to be the new Vice Chair 

 
Secretary - Katherine Cripps to be the new Secretary 

 
Staff Reps – Mark Wilkinson and Kerry Matthews 
 



Form Reps - These will be as the list on the Proposed Committee sheet 
 
Auditor - Matt Madeley will be the new auditor 

 
All appointments were proposed jointly and agreed as a whole. 

 
7. HEADMASTER’S REPORT 
 
Mr Wheeler opened by reaffirming that the PTA plays a vital part for parents in 
school life by establishing social aspects such as coffee mornings and are not just 
there to raise money and by re-iterating that he did not want to make the role of a 
PTA rep too much work.  Please to let him know if people did find the various tasks 
too much – i.e  collecting money for events etc. 
 
Mr Wheeler thanked Graham and Louisa Essenhigh for making films ‘at the drop of a 
hat’. 
 
The school works very well on an ‘all in it together’ attitude and he is proud of the 
excellent relationships that exist between school, staff, children and the PTA. 
 
Fireworks night was great, once again, Although risk assessments may seem a 
burden, they allow us to ensure that this is a safe event which we can all enjoy.. 
 
The Christmas Bazaar was very exciting – it’s great to see everyone having a great 
time (whilst also raising money). 
 
We are in the fortunate position of being able to ask the PTA to support us with 
‘extras’ which we could perhaps not otherwise buy and which benefit large numbers 
of children over time. 
 
The hockey match was great fun as was the school Easter disco. Our Jubilee event 
was followed by a fantastic fete and was enormous fun for everyone. 
 
The pond makeover was a super challenge and it was lovely to see parents, staff 
and pupils working together and having fun on re-designing this area. 
 
The leavers’ party was once again supported by the PTA and was a great event to 
mark the end of Junior School for our Y6. 
 
A special mention for Dom and Lily’s Fan Dance Challenge – with the support of 
their parents they raised an incredible amount of £12k +. 
 
A special thank you to all staff for their ongoing support. 
 
Thank you to the Governors, including Rob Hadyn Jones the Chair of Governors 
who is here tonight, the huge amount of work they do for the school. 
 
Thank you to the committee and reps.  Mr Wheeler finds the meetings very useful 
and a valuable chance to exchange ideas and information. 
 



Thank you to Kirsty, who has been very easy to work with. Mr Wheeler presented 
her with some flowers from school. 
 
As for the year ahead. Mr Wheeler looks forward to working with you all. 
 
Mr Rob Hadyn Jones – Chairman of Governors addressed the meeting.   

 
8.     ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
    There was no other business. 

 
9.     DATE OF THE NEW COMMITTEE’S FIRST MEETING 
 
Tuesday 9th October in the 6th Form Cafe in the Zimmerman building 
 

 


