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Curriculum Outline for Year 1 Spring Term 2018
Please remember this is a summary and a guideline. Therefore it may be subject to alteration as circumstances change, at the teacher’s discretion.

English: In Jolly Phonics and Grammar, we will be learning the alphabetical order of letters, looking up words in a dictionary and thinking of verbs in the simple past tense and in the future. We will be colouring snakes to match adjectives and writing nouns that we can see in a picture. We will also be focusing on initial, as well as final, consonant blends in words which will support and help to develop our reading skills. The children will be making and reading their own little books modelled on a familiar story, writing speech bubbles and letters and practising their joined up handwriting.
Maths: We will be building on our number knowledge by adding numbers on a 100 square, a number track and bead strings. The children will become more confident at solving simple subtraction problems using their understanding of number bonds and number patterns. We will match the descriptions of 2D and 3D shapes and sort shapes into sets of curved faces and flat faces. Counting on and back in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s will help us to see and use number patterns in our calculations. Becoming familiar with the names of the days of the week, months of the year and ‘o’clock’ and ‘half-past’ times of the day will be part of our time topic.
Science: The children will be sorting natural and man-made materials into sets as part of their topic, Materials. They will be exploring the properties of materials such as wood, metal, glass and plastic and discovering their uses in our environment. We will find out how materials are manufactured and how recycling can be a benefit to our world. Our work on Materials will also link to our work in Art and DT where we will be weaving with felt and wool, making clay Aztec medallions and exploring different materials for use in a DT Playground project.
Humanities: Through studying Mexico, a contrasting locality to Hereford, the children will gain an understanding of a different culture and way of life. The children will follow Barnaby Bear as he visits Mexico City and a village in the countryside where the Horta family live and make wooden masks. We will learn about the story behind the eagle and the snake on the flag, the Aztecs and enjoy ‘Mexico Day’ where we will have a carousel of activities such as ‘T-shirt’ printing and mask making, as well as sampling a variety of Mexican food. 
R.E: This term Year 1 will be looking at a number of the stories Jesus told as recorded in the New Testament, with the aim of understanding the concept of parables. We will study the meanings behind the stories of The Wise and Foolish Builders, The Prodigal Son and The Good Samaritan. In the lead up to Easter the children will learn about the events of Holy Week and become familiar with the significance of Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 
French: The children will be learning the names of members of their family as well as talking about bedtime. They will learn/revisit songs including ’Frere Jacques’ and a song based on ‘Ten in the bed’. The children will also listen to a simple version of ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ in French. Next half term, the topics will be items of clothing and Easter.
Music:  Year 1 will be concentrating on Pulse and Rhythm activities during the first half of term and Exploring Pitch activities towards the end of term. We will be listening and responding to a variety of styles of music, including music that tells a story. We will continue to extend our vocal skills, singing a range of seasonal and action songs as well as starting to learn some songs for our concert in the summer term.
Art/D.T: In Art, we will support our Humanities topic on Mexico by weaving samplers with felt and wool and designing Zapotec carpet patterns. The children will make clay medallions, modelled on the Aztec patterns and designs. We will decorate masks in the Mexican style and paint pictures of Dahlias, the national flower of Mexico. Designing and making small models of playground equipment such as slides, roundabouts and swings in groups will be part of our DT project this term. This links with our science Materials topic where we will be exploring and discovering the suitability of using various materials for the task.
Drama: Year 1 will be working with the book ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ this term. Pupils will be working in groups of three on a script based on the story. In their groups, they will be creating and making simple puppets to help retell the story to an audience of their peers. During the second half of term they will be looking at traditional Fairy Tales and acting out these well-known stories in small groups, using voices for characters and discussing the dilemmas which the characters face.

I.C.T: The children will start with simple coding in the first half of the term. After half-term they will then be using the computer to help consolidate and develop their Mathematical skills, particularly in the area of place value and money. They will also revisit the My World software they used last term. 
P.S.H.E: Children in Year 1 get together for weekly sessions where a set of PSHE topics are discussed. Children listen to stories linked to the topics and are given the opportunity to contribute and share their own life experiences with each other. In the Spring Term they will think about ‘Taking part’ and ‘Choices’. This will involve discussing likes and dislikes, fairness and choosing to be healthy.
P.E and Swimming: Year 1 pupils will have a weekly swimming lesson. In P.E lessons, pupils will develop their gymnastic skills, including movement and mirror work, different ways of jumping and travelling, and linking movements together. Pupils will also continue to learn to move safely in space and work on their catching, throwing, passing, moving through different ball games.
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