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Curriculum Outline for Year 3 Spring Term 2018
Please remember this is a summary and a guideline. Therefore it may be subject to alteration as circumstances change, at the teacher’s discretion.

English: This term we will study a variety of traditional tales including the stories of Hercules, King Arthur and Beowulf. We will discuss the ideas of myths and legends and identify some of the common themes such as good versus evil and wisdom. As part of this work we will also discuss the difference between fact and fiction. Pupils will plan and write a story board of a legend or myth and write an alternative version of a traditional story.
Later in the term, we will study instructional texts and learn how to locate information in non-fiction texts. As part of this work we will identify the use of the imperative in instructions. Over the term we will also think about how to change sentences from singular to plural and vice versa. We will identify and use conjunctions and connectives in our written work as well as learn to begin a new paragraph each time a different character speaks. 

Maths: In Maths this term we will learn how to tell the time to the nearest 5 minutes using both 12 hour and 24 hour formats. We will practise measuring lengths accurately and then apply these skills to calculate the area and perimeter of simple shapes. Following this work we look at the different types of 2D shapes. Our number work will further consolidate previous work on addition and subtraction and place value of numbers up to 9999. We will extend knowledge of fractions and begin to find fractions of amounts. Towards the end of term we will look at Venn diagrams and Carroll diagrams as means of representing data.

Science: In these lessons we will look at Rocks and Soils. We will learn about the different types of rocks and soils and investigate their properties and composition. We will also look at how fossils are formed. In the second half of term, we will study Forces and Magnets. We will compare how things move on different surfaces and notice that some forces need contact between 2 objects, but magnetic forces can act at a distance. Through observation, we will learn that magnets attract or repel each other and attract some materials and not others. We will compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of whether they are attracted to a magnet, and identify some magnetic materials. Finally, we will predict whether 2 magnets will attract or repel each other, depending on which poles are facing.
Humanities: In History this term we will be studying the Romans. Using a range of sources we will discover the origins of the Roman Empire and its history. We will then learn about the Roman Conquest of Britain and reflect on how the Romans changed this country. Later in the term, our Geography topic will be volcanoes. We will learn how volcanoes are formed and their structure. Following this, we will investigate how volcanic eruptions affect the landscape. 
R.E: In R.E we will be learning about Christian ceremonies. This will include christenings, weddings and funerals. We will consider what happens at these ceremonies and why they are important. Later in the term we will learn about the Easter Story and the events of Holy Week. We will also investigate different Easter traditions.
French: We will be continuing with our topic of animals as well as learning the days of the week and re-capping the French alphabet. Next half term we will revisit parts of the head and body before starting on the topic of food.
Music: Year 3 will start to learn to play the Ocarina. They will concentrate on basic playing techniques and ensemble playing. Alongside this we will be using 'Stave House' to learn the note-names and values. We will continue to extend our vocal skills and learn some songs in preparation for a performance in the summer term.
Art/D.T: This term in Year 3 Art we will look at Chinese New year and complete lanterns and dragon puppets. Pupils will also complete observational drawings of flowers ready for Mother’s Day projects. In Design and Technology we will investigate the movement of air and use pneumatics to move insect parts. We will also complete Easter nests within the Food Technology module.
Drama: We will be using short play scripts in order for the pupils to follow stage directions, track the words and to work as part of a larger group. Towards the end of term we will concentrate on rehearsing for the Year 3 production, taking place in May.
I.C.T: In I.C.T this term we will start to use email and learn how to use it safely and efficiently. We will continue to develop coding skills and knowledge using Scratch and Espresso Coding. In terms of our keyboard skills, we will practice our touch typing using BBC Dance Mat typing and, later on in the term, we will start to use Typing Web. We will be discussing and learning about sensible, safe and acceptable behaviour online.  Furthermore, we will learn how to use PowerPoint and the different ways you can present simple information and images. 
P.S.H.E: We will be reflecting on what it means to be living in a diverse world. We will also consider the role of the individual in the community.  As part of this work, we will think about the school community and how the school grounds could be changed and developed. Later in the term we will consider issues surrounding human rights including the concept of fairness, rules and the difference between ‘want’ and ‘need’. Throughout the term, we will also discuss other relevant topics that occur on a weekly basis.
Games, P.E and Swimming: In Games this term the boys will be playing rugby while the girls will be playing netball. In P.E lessons, we will continue to develop ball skills, team work and play a variety of ball games. We will also work at and develop some gymnastics skills. We will continue with weekly swimming lessons.
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