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Curriculum Outline for Year 4 Spring Term 2018
Please remember this is a summary and a guideline. Therefore it may be subject to alteration as circumstances change, at the teacher’s discretion.

English:  We will learn about an author and research facts about their life to help us produce a biographical poster. As part of this work we will also look at recount texts and autobiographies as well as reading some of the authors work. Later in the term, we will learn about the different features of explanation texts and use what we have learnt to write about a process. By using word processing skills we will learn how to edit and present our work using different fonts and layouts. During the term we will continue to work on our understanding of grammar and punctuation particularly commas and speech marks.
Maths: Our number work this term will include mental division as well as written methods of multiplication and division. We will extend our understanding of the number system to include negative numbers. We will continue to practice key calculation strategies as well as revising our times tables and improving the speed of our mental maths. We will also extend understanding of fractions and link this with previous work on decimals. We will learn about how to represent data using a variety of methods including Venn diagrams and Carroll diagrams.  In our shape work, we will extend understanding of the properties of 2D shapes and use angles as a measure of turn before moving on to the properties of 3D shapes. We will also be learning about mass and capacity.
Science: This term we will study two topics. Firstly, we will look at the different states of matter. We will compare and group materials according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases. We will also look at how the state of materials can be changed through heating and cooling. This will link into work on the water cycle. Later in the term we will study electricity, looking at different types of circuits and the use of switches. We will then investigate materials which are good conductors and insulators.
Humanities: We will study a Geography and History topic this term. In Geography we will look at weather. We will study the different types of weather and how they affect humans and the environment. In History, we will study the Tudor times, looking at the Protestant Reformation and the reign of King Henry VIII. We will also study different aspects of Tudor life.
R.E: In R.E this term we will be studying Islam. We will look at the key beliefs and practices of this religion including the life of Muhammad and the Five Pillars of Islam. As we near Easter we will look at the Easter Story and think about what Easter means to Christians.
French: The main topic for Year 4 pupils this term is animals. We will also be revisiting the names for parts of the face and days of the week. The pupils will continue with their introduction to French phonics looking at sounds such as ‘ch’, ‘on’, ‘ain/in’ and ‘ou’ and begin to look at writing in sentences.
Music: Year 4 will continue to extend their vocal skills and will be learning the songs for the Year 4 and 5 musical production. They will also be preparing for a performance in the Herefordshire Performing Arts Festival.
Art/D.T: This term in Year 4 Art we will investigate the Cathedral gargoyles and complete observational drawings of them. These will be used to design a gargoyle in charcoal and construct a gargoyle pottery mug. In Design and Technology we will investigate circuits and electricity to design and construct a light. We will also complete Easter biscuits within the Food technology module.
Drama: The Spring Term project continues on using Drama as a learning medium to explore cross-curricular themes, focusing on Science and R.E. We will be creating a molecule distribution dance which will develop into a water dance where the children will think about evaporation and condensation. They will make electric circuits using their bodies and they will think about how animals survive in cold conditions. More Drama work will be done exploring the Five Pillars of Islam and they will assess their own work thinking about levels, the shapes they are creating, where the audience are and voice projection. They will also be able to assess their work where they identify strengths, as well as identifying areas for improvement.
I.C.T: In ICT this term we will be completing our animated movies using MS Movie maker. We will continue to develop our Email knowledge and skills including attachments, downloading, CC, BCC, etc. In terms of coding we will use Scratch Online to code and create a simple game. We will also use Espresso Coding to learn about variables and loops. 

We will be looking at using simple formulas and creating charts from a set of data in spreadsheets. Later in the term we will be discussing and learning about sensible, safe and acceptable behaviour online and look at privacy settings on social media sites/apps and location settings on mobile devices. We will continue to practice touch typing skills using Typing Web.

P.S.H.E: Year 4 will be looking at a variety of topics this term. Firstly we will think about the people who help us, particularly the work of the police. We will continue by looking at what it is like to live in a diverse world and why people might live in different countries from where they were born. Later in the term we will think about how the school grounds could be improved and consider the problems and costs of different ideas. Towards the end of term, we will consider the idea of fairness, prejudice and the rights of humans and animals. Throughout the term we will also look at other relevant topics that occur on a weekly basis.
Games, P.E and Swimming: In Games this term the boys will be playing rugby while the girls will be playing netball. In P.E lessons, we will continue to develop ball skills, team work and play a variety of ball games. We will also work at and develop some gymnastics skills. We will continue with weekly swimming lessons.
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