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Curriculum Outline for Year 5 Spring Term 2018
Please remember this is a summary and a guideline. Therefore it may be subject to alteration as circumstances change, at the teacher’s discretion.
English:  During this term we will study a range of myths, legends and fables. We will think about the differences between them and the reasons why they were written. As part of this work we will look at oral storytelling as well as writing our own myths. We will then study and write our own playscripts and act out extracts from famous plays. We will continue to revisit punctuation rules including the use of speech marks and the comma. 
Maths: In our number work this term we will be developing our understanding of long multiplication and learning about long division. We will extend our understanding of the number system to include percentages and will be using decimals to solve problems involving addition and subtraction. In our work on data handling, we will consider different ways of representing data with a special focus on the use of bar charts and tally charts. We will also learn how to calculate averages using the data we have collated. In our shape work, we will focus on line symmetry, rotational symmetry and the properties of 3D shapes.  We will be extending our understanding of telling the time to include 24 hour clocks and the use of timetables to solve word based problems. We will continue to revise key calculation strategies this term as well as practising our mental calculation skills. 
Science: Our topic this term is the properties and changes of materials. We will compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of their properties, including their hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity (electrical and thermal), and response to magnets. We will learn that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, and then describe how to recover a substance from a solution. By using our knowledge of solids, liquids and gases, we will decide how mixtures might be separated, including through filtering, sieving and evaporating. We will be able to give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for the particular uses of everyday materials, including metals, wood and plastic. Later in the term, we will demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes. We will also explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, and that this kind of change is not usually reversible, including changes associated with burning and the action of acid on bicarbonate of soda.
Humanities: This term we will be looking at Water. We will consider the different sources of water and how it is used today. This will include discussing reservoirs, dams and sewage. As part of this topic we will also visit Elan Valley reservoir. This will then link into our History topic of Victorian health and the dangers of dirty water in the 19th century.
R.E: In R.E we will be studying Sikhism. We will consider the different Sikh beliefs and how these beliefs affect their actions. We will learn about the 5 K’s and how Sikhs worship in the Gurdwara.
French: This term Year 5 pupils will start work from a new textbook, Expo 1. Although the main focus will be on oral work there will be a greater emphasis on developing writing skills and a small amount of basic grammar. Pupils will revise basic phrases and questions and then move onto learning the names of items found in a pencil case and in a classroom. They will revise colours and, as part of this, pupils will look at adjective agreement and word order. There will also be some work on phonics and on French culture.
Music: In the first half of the term, Year 5 will be preparing the songs for their musical production. They will follow this with some work on the ocarinas. Note-reading skills will also be revisited as will ensemble playing.
Art/D.T: This term in Year 5 Art we will investigate the paintings of Georgia O’Keefe and complete observational drawings of flowers before enlarging them into paintings. In Design and Technology we will design, construct and print a textile bag based on Herefordshire. We will also complete Easter biscuits within the Food Technology module.
Drama: During the first part of the Spring Term, the focus will be on learning their dances for the ‘Three Little Pigs’ show and rehearsing their scenes. After half-term we will think about working in role. We will use myths, legends and storytelling techniques to investigate how characters feel.
I.C.T: In I.C.T this term we will be creating an interactive E-Book using PowerPoint. We will also be building on our Scratch coding skills and incorporate more complicated conditional loops and variables. Using Espresso coding, we will also be looking at speed, direction and co-ordinates. We will be revisiting spreadsheets and consider how data is gathered and apply simple calculations to data. Later in the term we will be discussing and learning about sensible, safe and acceptable behaviour online. We will discuss the importance of privacy settings on social media sites/apps and location settings on mobile devices. Throughout the term, we will continue to practise and develop touch typing skills using Typing Web.

P.S.H.E: Year 5 will be looking at the differences and similarities between different types of communities including town and country. We will also consider their role in the school community.  Later in the term, we will discuss what the United Nations says about rights and discuss what is right and wrong. As part of this work, we will reflect on the different types of bullying and bad behaviour. Towards the end of the term, we will discuss why we have rules and laws, the different types of crime and the many consequences of crime. We will also discuss any other relevant topics that occur on a weekly basis.
Games and P.E: In Games this term the boys will play football whilst the girls will play netball. In P.E, we will play two different sports: badminton and volleyball. In badminton, we will be introduced to the rules of the game whilst learning about the different types of shots and thinking about appropriate tactics. In volleyball, we will learn how to play as a team. We will learn the rules of the game and practise the techniques of serving, blocking and striking the ball. As well as these sports, we will also take part in some gymnastics activities improving our flexibility, balance and strength.
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